Gods Efteem of the Death of bis Saims. 


OR 
ASERrmMoON Preached in the Pariſh 
;.. Church of St. Matthew Friday-fireet,. 


a 
At the Funeral of the truely Virtuous and Religious 


Gentlewoman 


M* ANN SMITH, 


Daughter of M*-WILLIAM WASE 
Gentleman in windſor ; 


And late WIFE of 
M* FOHN SMITH 


Citizen and Sarrzn of London: ic 


Tanuary the 22%: M. DC. LV TI. 


By Matthew Fowler Maſter of Arts 
And Miniſter of Hammerſmith. 


m_— I _ — 
- 


—_—— 


LON:/DON,, Printed by William Godbid, 1656. 


Mat jr F 31 C Ac (ak hl 


Wald. Lore 


Fe 3 LORE 


>. 
- we 
- > - 


WS "bd 


, 


tt. Mh, ." #7 ad 5442 @ etroge 
wats 
. po 


4 mt w__ 3 


To my Much Efteemed Friend . 
M* Jonun Smirtn, | 
Late Husband of the deceaſed 
M=® Ann: SniTH,... 


Internal and Eternal Comfort. ©. 


Tr * AM confident , will be as 
Ba ſtrange to all that know 
me, to fund. neu the 
ol Preſs, 45.it was of ad va, 
ol. ud Saul among the Pros 
W phets. F am wery ſenſeble 
Rec that there 1s totbing of. 
| mine worthy. of Pubich, 
Light, and your Self can teſtifie for me, that it 5s 
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not any buſie itching humour that cauſeth me to 
help on the Times Surfet with my needleſs Pa- 
pers. Could I print your dear Conſort alive 
again, or contribute any thing to the perpetuating 
of her Memory, you know I loved her too well to 
ſhew any backwardneſs herein : But alas! I 
fear the Meanneſs of this plain Sermon will ra-' 
ther Eclipſe than Illuſftrate her fame : But ſee 
what Importunity can do ! In the 2 King; 2.17. 
there is a motion made to Eliſha, to. which he 
anwillingly condeſcended at laft , yet not till the 
Importunity of others made him aſhamed : And 
truely ( Sir ) your motion for the Printing of 
this Poor Thing was at firſt entertained with as 
much unwillingneſs as that was by him : But 
now at laſt ( being aſhamed to deny any longer 
one whom I ſo much love) I am content to ſay 
as Eliſha did, Send ; And though I am ſenſible 
of the diſadvantage of a dead letter , in reſpect 
of that life which Elocution puts into any 
Diſcourſe, yet overcome with an Army of Argu- 
ments, I am reſolved to deny my Judgement, 
and to deliver up my ſelf and this Sermon to be 
diſpoſed of according to your pleaſure : T look, 
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upon its going to the Preſs as going to. Execution, 
and doe expect it ſhould be Crucified by the Cen- 
ſures of this Itching-ear d Generation ; but the 
beſt is, it cannot meet with a worſe cenſure from 
others than it doth from the Authour himfelf. 
Whatever it 3s, 'tis yours, ſince you are pleaſed 
to owne it with all its Imperfefions; and I have 
this Comfort , that whatever reception it meet 
withall abroad, yet it will be kindly look'd upon 
by you. Thave cauſed my thoughts to go back 
as near 4s I could, to the very terms wherein I 

rſt expreſſed them : If any one Chriſtian ſhall 
tf leaſt benefet An this Diſt Carr Fn if 
it may adde any thing to the Retriving of the 
Memory of your deceaſed Conſort from the 
Grave of Oblivion, ( who indeed deſerves a 
better Monnment than what Words or Stones 
can raiſe her ) I ſhall think my ſelf abundantly 
recompenſed for the Cenſure I may incurre from 
others : The Lord in mercy SanSifie this great 
affliction to you, and Sweeten your bitter Cup 
with the Inward Conſolations of his Spirit , 
that you may kiſſe bis Rod with patience , 
whoſe Will is the Rule of bis AStions, and bis 


Goodneſſe 


The Epiſtle Devicarory, 
Goodneſſe the Rule of bis Will ; who cauſeth 


all things to work, for the beſt to thoſe that lowe 
him, and wait for his Salvation : This 3s the 


earneſt prayer of 
(SIR) 
Your Sympathizing Friend, 
and hearty Remembrancer 


at the Throne of Grace, 


Matth. Fowler. 
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Gods Eſteem of the Death- of his 
SAINTS. 


Ps Alm 116.15. 


Precious in the fight of the Lord 3s the death of 
bis Saints. 


YET 
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=p——_ 8 His Pſalm'was lnowieg 


ESRD David to be an acknowledg- 
bh pf ment of that mercy and fa- 
>| vour of God, which he had 
[ol often experience'of What 
the particular occaſion "of 
7 {x\21 the pehning of it was, Inter- 
[Pr Re preters do niuch' diſagree; 
SC S0DÞ0ge Soph! ind I have now no time to 
endeyour their reconcilement: Whatever ' the oc- 
caſion was, David rejoycing in" the ſenſe of Gods 
fayour to him, profeſleth to'give him thanks for it;and 
to pay his vows ia the preſence of Gods people; w. rh: 
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t Gods Eftcem of the Death of bis Saints. 
and good reaſon he had ſoto does. for God had "| 
often relieved him in his greateſt ftreights, and 
ſheltred him from many ſtorms under the wings of his 
mercifa!l Providence, as indeed he is ever tender of i 
the ſafety ofhis people,eſpecially of their better part, 
their ſouls , that they miſcarry not in their ge 
thorough the red Sea of death ; for as it follows in the 
words of the Text, Precious in the ſight, 8c. 

Which words contain in them, Fuſt, a ſimple uni. 
verſal affirmative propoſition : The Death of the Saints * 
# precious. Secondly,an Argument of confirmation, 
Their Death u precious in the eyes of Fehowah ; that is, 
in his account and eſteem, who can beſt judge of their 
condition, and knows beſt how to difting! th between 
a Facob and an Eſau, a Sheep and a Goat }! the precious 
and the vile : From both-of 'theſe do naturally ariſe 
theſe three obſervations ; Firſt , that God hath his 
Saints here below on the earth. Secondly, that Gods 
Saints are ſubje& to the Impartial ſtroke of death no 
leſs than the wicked. Thirdly, that the death of Gods 
3- Saints is precious in Gods ſight. I begin with the firſt, 

That God hath his Saints here below. The Origi 
word Whon? La-chaſidav is by the Vulgar-Latin- 
Tranſlation rendred SaniForum ejm5 ; by Pagnine, and 
others, miſericordium ejus,his mercitul ones, and in 
ſenſe is the word rendred, Iſa. 57. wv. 1. Merciful men 
are taken away from the evil to come. Gods children T 
are called Mercifull men; either pafhively, as being ob- 
jets of divine mercy z or actively, as expreſſing the 
truth of their Piety-by affections of Pity, and works 
of mercy towards others. Moller renders the. word 
by Piorum, Piſcator by Beneficorum ; the Syriack ren- 
ders.it by a word that ſignifies his juſt and rightous 
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Gods Efteem of the Death of bis Sainte. 
owes, And it may afford us this hint by the way, that 
Piety to God,and Juſtice to man, muſt both meet and 
concenter in a true Saint : In vain do men to 
the One, whilſt they are found too light in _ 
of the other : theſe two (like Hippocrates twins)live and 
die together. An unrighteous Saint is as 2 COl- 
tradition as an wor ragin ha mg ts © is 

the S intu tran{lated in®-, $aytFue, Saint 
Mor perry ® ſeems _— to the notion of the 
word, as it was commonly uſed by the Jews, among 
whom the Poſterity of Fonadah the Son of Rechab 
were for their holineſs of life,and ſtritne(s of Religion, 
called Chaſidim, or Aſſideans ; that is, holy ones, good 
men and Saints, 1 Macab. 7. 13. 

Bur not to inſiſt further upon the Tranſlation. This 
moſt honourable Title of Saint is not onely- beſtowed 
on thoſe who are comprehenſores in patris, but thoſe 
alſo who are w1atores 1» terra, not only on thoſe who 
are already Pofleflors of glory, but thoſe alſo who in 
this life tread the paths ot grace, which lead to glory. 
Thus the Epiſtles of - Paul are direRed to thg Saints, 
Phil. 1,1. Tothe Saints in Chriſt Feſus which are at Phi+ 

'ppi, And Eph; 1. 1. To the Saints which are at Bphe- 
fs. Col.1. 2. To the Saints and faithful Brethren which 
are a Colefſe. In all which places by the Saints are 
meant the faithfull members of Chrifts Church mili- 
rant on earth. As it was then; © it is now. Look 
how many faithful! Servants God hath among the 
Sons of men ſcattered in all the Corners of the 
world, ſo many Saints hath he upon the earth. 
In the ninth Article of our Creed, we profeſle to 
beleeve the Communion of Saints., which is not 
to be underſtood- onely of that communion which 
- 1 agh B 2 Is 
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Goals Efteem of the Death of bjs Saints. 
is enjoyed by thoſe triumphant Citizens of glaxy, 
but of that alſo which is, or ſhould be amongſt thoſe 
who are brought into the fellowſhip of the ſame grace: 
David in Pſalm 16, 3. makes expreſle,mention of the 
Saints which are on the earth, in whom was his delight, 
And Acts 9. 13. Lord (faith Ananias touching Saul) 
1 have heard by many how much evil he hath done to 
thy Saints at Fer uſclem : and Aaron ( while yet living ) 
is termed Sant7us Domini, Pal, 106, 16. They enwyed 
Moſes in the camp, aud Aaron' the Saint of the Lord, 


\- You ſee the point ſufficiently cleared that God hath 


his Saints here below. I ſuppoſe you will now ask me, 
Who are theſe Saints on earth 2 A queſtion well wor- 
thy of a fuller anſiver than the time will now ſuffer me 
toreturnit: There are too many in theſe times who 
do uſurp this Title to themſelves, yea and that too by 
way of excluſion,as if others were not worthy to touch 
the hem of their garments, who yet by their practices 
have diſhonoured, yea blaſphemed this holy name, and 
have given ſuch wounds to Religion, as I fear they will 


| hardly be healed in our times : Far, oh! farbe ir 


trom me'to inveigh againſt true ſanRiity in any, though 
of different judgement from me ; yet tis too much to 
be feared that Hypocriſy,that Ape of the Devil which 
imitates Piety in all things, but cannot expreſs the lite 
of it, had never a greater reign in mens hearts than at 
this day. Would to God it were uncharitable to ſay 
that there are many Profeſſors, but few Saints, Con- 
cerning ſuch, I ſhall _ m as the Emperour of 
Germany {aid to the Pope when he ſent him the Buffe- 
coat and Armour of one of his Biſhops whom he had 
taken priſoner, Vide an hec ſit tunica filtt tut : See whe- 


ther this be thy Sons coat or no z intimating that that 
warlike 


Gods Eſteem of the Death of :bis'$ziats. | 
warlike habit was utterly -unſuirable for a- Miniſter. of 
Peace: ſoſay I in this caſe, be not carried away with 
pretences and flouriſhes of Piety, and ſandticy : The 
voice may be Facobs,when the handsare Eſaus : og 
then their a&tigns and praRices, not.inthe falle ſcales. 
of uncharitableneſs, or prejudice, but in the balance of 
the SanRuary : Vide an hec ſit tunica Santtarum : ſee 
whether their Actions as well as Language be the A- 
Rions of Saints, and their ſpots the (pots of children, 

I like Macarius his character of a Saint very well, 
de igir dx & 3; xgdng3o5, & dnadins x7! F, tw drypomy, 
He is a Saint indeed not who. hath holineſs written up- 
on his forehead, but upon his heartz nor he who en- 
largeth his PhylaQteries with the Phariſee, and clean(- 
eth the oucſide of the Cup and Platter,. but he who is 
clenſed and purified in the Inner-man,, There is a. 
double ſanity, One of outward Profeſhion : Thus all 
the members of the viſible Church -of Corinth are (a- 
luted Saints by the Apoſtle,x Cor.1.2. The other is 
of Inward Regeneration; of ſuch Saints the Pal- 
miſt here ſpeaketh. They are Gods Saints who. have. 
the Spirit of ſandification effectually dwelling: in 
them, whereby they are made partakers of the divine 
nature, and have their conſciences purged from dead 
works, to ſerve the living God. He whom the grace 
of God, hath effeRually taught co deny ungodlineſs. 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, ' r:2hteouſly. and. 

odly in this preſent world : ( for as Luther flith, 
one of thoſe three Adverbs muſt be omitted in: 

a true Saints charaer : ) He whoſe converſation is. 

becomming the Goſpel, whoſe heart is in heaven, 

whileſt his body is bow; He who fears nothing, 
but God, loves nothing but goodneſs, hates no-: 
thing but finne z He whole faich wtiumpheth 
| B 3 | over. 
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Prov, 4. 


over the world, both the frowns, and the ſmiles of it, 
as having an eye with Moſes upon the recompenſe of 
reward, whoſe =_ is anchor d in heaven, whoſe cha- 
rity knowes no leſs bounds, than God and men, he 
who is wiſe Heaven-ward, though he be the Worlds 
foole ; that dares be no other than juſt and righteous 
in his dealings, whether: he win or loſe: Ina word, 
he who it his buſineſs to keep a conſcience 
voyd of offence toward God, and toward man, and 
keeps his garments unſpotred from the corruptions of 
the world,he is a Saint in Gods account. And well may 
ſuch be called Saints : Firſt in reſpe& of Inchoation : 
There is ſome light in the dawning of the day, 
though much darkneſs mingled with ir: Lazarms 
came forth our of his grave, though the graye-cloaths 
were till upon- him ; ſo Gods people are by converſi- 
on riſen to a new life out of the grave of ſin, although 
the clog of corruption be ſtil at their heeles , a great 
hindrance to their holywalking. Secondy,jn reſpect of 
Progreffion, having inherent grace wrought in them by 
the Spit of God, this divine ſpark at length becomes 
a flame : Hence that command to in grace, 2 Pet, 
3. laſt. The paths of the juſt ( faith Solomon ) are like 
the ſhining light or the morning brightneſs, that ſhines 
more and more to the p_ : A gracious Chriſtian 
is ſtill climbing up the hill of grace, as the Sun climbs 
higher and higher, till ir come to its Zenith in the 
Mid-heavens. Laftly, they are fo alſo inreſpe& of 
Impntation, Chrift Jeſus being made not onely righ- 
reouſnets, but fanthcation to-every beleever, 1 Cor. 
1. 30. and ſo with Facob, being cloathed in the gar- 
ments of their Elder Brother, *rhey obtain the bleſſing 
from God, and'are' made meer to be partakers of the 
mherttance 
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inheritance of the Saims # tight , *Coloff, 1; ma, 

Since then God hath his'Saints here on earth,letcus */* 7- 
all aſpire after np et! in Albo Sands: 
18m; tohaveour Names d in Gods Calendar 
of Saints. LetusMiveto-excel in virtue, and be 
holy in all manner of Converſation , «« he- +hat hath 
ca ed us 1s holy. Let us follow the of the pſ2.16.3. 
King of Saints, Jeſus Chriſt, He that ſaith he abj- * Per. 1. 
deth in him, og himſelf ſo to wth as "he wathed, © 
1 Joh. 2.6. 4 fie himſelf as the is pure: Anti 
rhough we follow him as Aſcanjas did vEncue, 

a rbus 'D » 4 X 

et let not our ections thicourage-us , but-ra- 
ther add fpurs to our endeavours: Let as alofollow 
them who have þbeen' followers of Chit , at' leaſt, 
fo far as they have :#n their practices rrariferibed/the 


copy of his holy Example : And 1etir be an 'encon- 


ragement to ns in the ſtudy 'and Practice of rrue 
Piery , to confider what- Honour it brings with it : 
Tc Saints us,and makes-our faces t6ſhine 8s-Moſes'sdid, 
when he came down fromthe Mougt, where he had Eccl.3.1. * 
conyerfed with God : It makes '@ mian'moreexedlent 
'chan his neigtibour, Prov. T2. 26, Tt 'is-that wherein 
the good Err Theotlofins did* more rejoyce-than 
in being Lord of the Rowene Empire, ! © © 7 1» 

Tf God hath his Saiinshere an carth, then ike we Ze 2+ 
heed rhat-we abuſe not ſych -either in- word-or deed : 
They are citizens of Heaven, their treaſure and-their 
hearts are above z they do not count this their/Coun- 
rey, 6 e but ſojourn here as firangers :' Ler not 
any then be ſo inhumane as 1o-abuſe tr , <lpe- 
cally theſe ſtrangers, 'for their countreys ſake, whith 
we all affect, though we like northeway to it: There 


are. 
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axe 2 ſort of ,men that; ſcoff at Helineſs, and hate 
a childe of, God .as the Samaritans did Chriſt, becauſe 
his face is towards.the New Feruſalem. Such as theſe 
Davil fers in the higheſt Form of the Devils ſchool, 
and makes them Doctors,of the Chair in wickedneſs, 
Pſal. x. 1. and little doe ſuch conſider two things : 
Firſt, chat they ſtrike ar God thorough the ſides of 
his People, blaſpheme his Workmanſhip- in them, 
throw. dirt- into the face of the Almighty, who 
takes the Injuries done to the Saints, as done. to him- 
ſelf: Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thow me ? At. 9, 4. 
And Zach. 2.8. He that toucheth you ( ſaith God ) 
' toucheth the Apple of mine eye. Secondly, little doe 
ſuch confidex, that they abuſe their beſt friends, .who 
by their prayers ſtand. in the: Gap, and keep out the 
Inungation of. many a judgement, which would other- 
wiſe quickly overwhelm the world. The tares are {pa- 
red for the Wheat ſake ; and were the number of the 
Saints once accompliſhed , the world would quickly 
be on a flame about the ears of thoſe that, now* have 
them in deriſfion, and a proverb of reproach, , 
Let us chooſe to be of their acquaintance , and 


Uſe 3. keep their company ; Sheep delight in the company 


.of Sheep, andot of Swine : The Saints holy ſoct- 
ety will be a means to kindle. .thy ſpark.,of devotion 
into'a; flame, .and by their counſels, , exhortations , 
. examples, they will provoke and encourage, thee to 
love and good works.: Beſides, they beſt know the 
way to Heaven, and it's wiſdome. in a Joprney of 
that great concernment, to have the dire&tion of the 
moſt $kilful and experienced Guides : Let the fame 
mind therefore and affection be in us that was 1n 
David, Pſal. 16, 3. All my delight is in the Saints, FW 
thoſe 
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thoſe that excell in virtue, Arid Pal, 119. 63.7 am 

4 companion of them that foe thee, and keep thy ſta- 

tutes. Yetlet me add this neceflary 1remm; Content 

not thy ſelf ( for ſome by and baſe ends) to be in 

their company, and of their acquaintance, but ſtrive 

alfo to be of their number. Do not think that thon 

ſhalt at the Day of Judgement be miſtaken for a 

Sheep, becauſe here thou haft been much in their 

company : No; Saw may be here among the Pro- 

pens and Fudas among the” Apoſtles : There may 

a Cham in the Family of Noah, and a ſcoffing 
Iſbmaet-in the Family of Abraham, but then there 
ſhall be an exa& ſeparation between the Sheep and 
the Goats z and though thy vows be Faceb's voyce, 
yet if thy hands prove the hands of Zfav, thou 
wilt be found a mocker of God, and (© bring a 
double curſe upon thy: ſelf , in ſtead of obtaming 2 
blefſing. I do but touch at theſe things, becauſe the 
Time will not permit me to enlarge. 

Wecometo the ſecond thing obſervable in the g,/- ,. 
"Text, The Death of Gods Saints, The Sams are © 
ſubje& to a bodily diſſolution no leſs than others. 

The Impartial Axe of Death hews down the good 
Tree as well as the barren, when once it is laid to the 
root of it: God cms off the righteous and the wicked, 
Ezek. 21. 4. The righteous man periſieth, and 
( Chaſidim ) mercifal men ( or the Saints, as it is 
rendred in the'Text ) are taken away, fe. Ia. 57. I. 
Yea, and oftentimes (as Menander though 2 Heathen ) 
was able to obſerve it, 3: 9-2 ©id; amdviieues 1625 , 
whom Gad loveth beſt, he rakes. fooneft : But whe- 
ther ſooner or later, their holineſs exemprs not rhe 
Saints from the ftroke of death. 'Rich guitding of 
C 


an 


Reaſ, 
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an earthen Pot doth not keep.it from breaking, Th 
are made of the ſame clay with other men, their fle 
is as frail, their ſpirits as fading, their breath as vani- 
ſhing. The Apoſties who brought thoſe rich Trea- 
{ures of Grace to the world, were themſelves but 
earthen veſſels, 2 Cor. 4. 7. Therefore all things in 
this reſpect come alike to all , and the wiſe man dieth As 
well as the foal, Eccleſ. 2.16, There is a Statute- 
law in Heaven that cannot be repealed , /Heb. 9. 27. 
It «s decreed that all men ſhall dye once ; It is well ſaid, 
{ die oncetor the wicked man dies twice : Firſt,the 
death of the body by its ſeparation from the ſoul. 
Secondly, the death of body and ſoul, by their ever- 


. laſting ſeparation from the preſence, viſion, and frui- 


tion of God : But the firſt death ſeiſeth impartially 
upon all: As Baſil of Seleucia well obſerveth, though 
Adam was the firſt that ſinned , yet righteous Abel 
was the firſt that dyed ; to ſhew, that Piety exempts 
not from Death, the wages of that firſt Tranſgreſ- 
ſion: It belongs to Faithful Abraham, as well as 
Apoſtatizing Demas ; to Beloved Facob, as well as 
Hated Eſau; to Meck Moſes , as well as Railing 
Shimei ;, to Holy Foſiah, as well as Impious Ahab x 
che humble Publican, as well as the proud Phariſce : 
Deaths ſword is like the ſword of that 7talian Cap- 
tain, that could not diſtinguiſh between a Gaelph and 
a Gibilline ;, and in the Grave the Worms claim kin- 
dred of the Elect as well as of the Reprobate. Job. 
17. 14+ T have ſaid to Corruption, Thou art my Father ; 
io the Worm, Thou art my Mother, and my Siſter. 
The Reaſons why the Saints are not privileged 
from Death, are, 
Eirſt , becauſe they as well as others have in an 
the 


- Gods Efteem of the Death of his Saints. 
» the cauſe of Death, which is Sin. There are ſome 
blemiſhes in the choyceſt veſſels of honor, ſome cor- 
ruption there is in the beſt, which is the ſeed that 


brings forth death : As the Moth-eats the Garment, - 


the Worm in the Tree makes it to molder, the Leak 
in the Ship lets in the water till it ſink, ſo Sin, where 
once it enters, and takes up its abode,'tis as a Moth in 
the Gaftment, a Worm in the Tree, a Leak in the 
Ship, and Death follows at the heels of it, as the 
Threed doth the Needle: Sin is continually batter- 
ing theſe Houſes of Glay, ill at length they fall to 
the ground, Sin is the Mother, and Death is the 
Daughter. 

Secondly, becauſe Death is appointed by God to 
be their Paſſage unto Glory : They are in a Pilgri- 
mage here, thus is not their Countrey , but they tra- 
vel towards it, and every day draw neerer to their 
Journeys end. Now as the 7ſraelites could not come 
to Canaan, but thorough the Red ſea, no more can 
Gods people attain their Journeys end, but by paſ- 
frog thorough the gates of Death: When once Death 
hath battered down theſe Priſon-walls of Fleſh; then 
is the ſoul ar liberty.to return to her Reſt : xe know 
( faith Paul) that - iwug earthly houſe of this Tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an hauſe not 
mate with hands, eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor, 5.1. 

Thirdly, this makes the Godly in ſome fort con- 
formable to Chriſt their Head : Our Lord and Maſter 
hath drunk of this Cup, trodden in this Path before 
us, and the Diſciple muſt not look to be above his 
Maſter, but as in other things we muſt be. like unto 
him, ſoalſo in this , like him in ſufferings firſt, and 
then hke him inglory. 032488 
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Fourthly, becauſe this works the utter deſtruction 
of finin the Saints, As Sampſon by his death de- 
ſtroyed his enemies, the Phrliſtimzs, fo the godly by 
their death deſtroy their corruptions : In the death of 
the Saints the head of Goltah 15 cut off with his owne 
{word : For fin brings death into the world, and God 
makes uſe of death as an Inſtrument to aboliſh the 
being of ſin in his children: Sins like a ſubtife Fox, 
that cannot be taken till his holds be deſtroyed , 
like the Ivy in the Wall ( as Epiphanims compares it ) 
that cannot be totally rooted out, till the {tones be 
pulled afunder : 1ſrael could not be freed trom the 
efgyptians till they came to the Red ſea, no more 
can Gods people be rid of their fins and Satans tem- 
ptations, till they come to the Grave. Thus do the 
—_— by death gain the cutting off of ſin, & death 
which was a puniſhment is turned into a blefling to all 
that walk uprightly, 

But it may be objeted; Chriſt dyed for the 
Saints, and their ſin, the cauſe of Death, is forgiven 
them, and Juſtice ſatisfied in their behalf, How 
then doth it conſiſt with Juſtice to inflict Death up on 

them 2? Shall the Principal be arreſted, and caſt into 
Priſon when the Surety hath formerly paid the debt 
for him. 

Firſt, though Chriſt was freely given us of God,as 
a Surety to diſcharge our debts, yet he was not given 
to conferre preſently upon us an a&tual freedome from 
all evils, but in that due and ſet time which God hath 
appointed : God doth not onely give Chriſt, but ap- 
plies him alſo to us; and when there is a full appli- 
cation of the meritorious ſufferings of Chriſt -to Be- 


alievers, then, and not till then ſhall they obtain a 
compleat 
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compleat redemprion from all evils ;:Therefore though 
Chriſt hath paid the ranſome for us, yet God doth us 
no wrong in ſuffering us to be exerciſed with many 
croubles here, and at laſt co paſs under the ſtroke of 
Deaths ſword, becauſe there is not till the greac Day 


of Reſurtedtion, a tull applicagon of his Ratiſome to ' 


us z and becauie God gave Chriſt co bring his le 
ſalvation in ſuch a way and menner, as ſeemed beſt to 
his holy wiſdome, God promiſed Canauy tothe [ſrat- 
lites, yet he led them chorongh-the Red ſea before he 
brought them chuther, and m fo doing did them no 
Wrong. | | 

Secondly, Death to the people of God is not now 
an evil : Phyſically conſidered it is evil , but Morally 
it is not, becauſe Chriſt though he hath not yet taken 
away the Being of Death, yet he hath taken away the 


Sting of Death, which is the gnile of fin: Death' is 


like Moſes his Rod, turned to a Serpent, Exod, 4.3,4- 
It may at firſt ſight make the people of God afraid, as 
that did him, . but as Moſes afterward took the Serpent 
in his hand, and it did him no-harm, ſs is Death to 
the righteous, like a Serpent that cannor ſting , like a 
vanquiſh'd Souldier that hath loſt his weapons. x Cor. 
15.55,56. 0h Death ! where is thy ſting ? 0h grave ! 
where 1s thy _— The ſting of death is fin, and the 
ſtrength of fin is the Law: But thanks be to "God, who 
giveth us the vidtory throuth our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Ladd, that Death is not onely no evil to rhe 
people of God , Morally conſidered , bur it gives 
them a final diſcharge from all evils: It is tothem as 
the Red ſea was tothe 1ſraclites, the deſtruction 6f all 
the enemues of their falvarion, and a ſafe paſſage for 
themto everlaſting life, .' So that Gods peo Bos 
cEed. 


wy 


Hſe 1. 
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freed from all evil by death, though not from the ne- 
ceſſity of dying. And herein is the wond erful wiſ- 
dome and goodneſs of God cleerly ſeen, in changin 
the nature of death, and making it to his people 10 
uſeful, which is in it ſelf ſo hurtful. Death to the 
wicked is a Serjeant to arreſt them, and lead them to 
the Priſon of Hell, from whence there is no poſſibility 
of being Bailed, ner yet of ever paying the Debt, 
for which they are laid up in everlaſting chains of 
darkneſs : But now Death to the childe of God is like 
Ahimaas that brings good tidings of our departure 
out of this Vale of Tears ; orlike the Angel that ſer 
Peter at liberty, cauſing his chains to fall off from his 
hands and feet, Act. 12. 7. Se. it knocks off the ſhac- 
kles of our Mortality , and ſets our feet in a large 
Room.,even thoſe bleſſed manſions of Eternity, where- 
in we ſhall have a full view and-enjoyment of that glo- 
ry and bliſſe which here we beheld afar off,as Moſes did. 
the Land of Canaay from the top of Piſeah. 

Are not the Saints exempted from Death © Muſt 
they taſte of this Cup 5 What then ſhall. be the end 
of thoſe that obey not the Goſpel £ If God deals thus 
with the green Tree, what will he do with the dry * 
If the firſt Death ſpare not the . Houſhold of Faith , 
what hopes then hath the profane perſon of eſcaping a 
double Death of body and ſoul 2 Alas ! riches,honors, 
earthly greatneſs, will be ſhields of no ſtrengtti«to 
defend us from the darts of Death, foundations of 
£Zand, unable to bear us up againſt the ſtorms and tem- 
peſts of wrath : As the fire devours the ſtubble, and the 
flames conſume the chaff, ſo their root ſhall be rattenne(s, 
and their bleſſome go up as duſt, becauſe they have forſaken 
the Law of the Lord of Hoſts, Iſa..5., 24. And wwotully 
miſerable 


ſent to the Land of everla darkneſs and woe. 


panion- to the beaſts of the freld, Dan, 4. 30, 


gels. 


of God, deſtitute of his fear, voyd of his grace 


rot, Prov. 10. 7. 


of thoſe miſeries which never ſhall have end; it 
intangle them in that ſnare from whence there is 
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miſerable and wretched will their Death be : For , 
Firſt, it ſhall put a period to all their mirth and , 

carnal jollity, as the Hand-writing upon the Wall did 

: blaſt all the pleafure of ZBelſhazar's feaſting ; The 

'" candle of. the wicked ſhall be put owt, Job 18. 2, and they 


Secondly, as Nebuchadneszar was in a moment tur- x, 
ned out of his Royal Palace at Babel, and made a com- 


So 


death ſhall rob the wicked man of all his Pomp, turn 
him in a moment out of all his dignity and honor,and 
make him a companion to the Devil and his An- 


Thirdly, as a beaſt cafts am ill ſgvou: when ir is 3 
dead, ſoa wicked man though in honor, yer ignorant 
is 
* herein like the beaſt that periſheth, leaves an 11! favour 
behind him. The name and memory of the wicked ſhall 


Laſtly, Death to the wicked ſhall be the beginni 4. 


no 


eſcaping, plunge them in that bottomleſs pit our of 
which there's no recovering, and bring them to thoſe 
| burnings which can never be- quenched : Into this 
Slaughter-houſe muſt thou come , oh thou riotous, 
covetous, unclean and fenſual wretch, except thou 


al — ſpeedily repent ; and though thou eſcape it a while , 


will at laſt bring thee to judgement. 


it will not be long : Thou mayſt chear thy (elf in the 
dayes of thy youth, and walk in the way of thy hearr, 
and ia the fight of thine eyes, but know, that for all 
theſe things (if thou judge not thy ſelf betimes ) God 


Secondly, 
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. Secondly, Are the Saints ſubjeR to bodily death ? 
Then let the people. of God learn hence not to ſet 
cheir hearts upon the things here below , but be as 
ſtrangers on earth, as Tenants at will, in a continual 
preparedneſs to depart, and let us all fit looſe in our 
affections trom our deareſt comforts, as not knowing 
how ſoon Death may ſnatch them away from us, or us 
from them. We have here no abiding Ciry,but our ha- 
bitation muſt be removed as a Shepheards Tent ; let 
us not therefore go about to graſp that which we can- 
not long hold ; let us not cling {o cloſe in our defires 
to the things here below, ſince to the loſing of them 
we are neerer and neerer by every minute of our lives. 
Ler's not ſeek for fulneſs, and ſatistaction, and felicity 
here: Ariſe and depart, for here is no reſt for yuu, 
Micah 2. 10, Our God, our Saviour, oux home, our 
happineſs is above, there is our treaſure, and there, oh 
there let our hearts for ever be. 
Uſe 3. Thirdly, Are the Saints ſubjeR to bodily death ? 
Then comfort your felves all you that fear the Lord ; 
there is a Phyſician coming, who will heal all your di- 
ſeaſes, a Deliverer at hand, who will open all Priſons ; 
a Conqueror , who will vanquiſh all your enemies: 
Let me ſay to you in this caſe as Moſes did to the 7ſrae- 
lites at the Red ſea: Fear ye not, ſtand ſtill, wait 4 
while, and ſee the ſalvation of God : The day of death 
will come, and when it comes, thoſe enemies ( Sin, 
Satan, Wicked men) which now you ſee; and ſuffer un- 
der; thoſe troubles and miferies which now you 
undergoe, you. ihall ſee them, teel them, undergoe 
them no more for ever. But the Time calls me to 
ſpeak ſomething to the third Obſervation. 
Obſ. 3. The Death of Gods Saints is precious in Gads ; fight: 
NF? 1n pretio fit, mazni eſtimatum eft; dear,and m_ 
F et 


of 
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ſer by : Ephraim is my dear Son, Jer. 31.20. The 
Original word is the ſame with this in the Text, The 
Seventy Interpreters render itthus, 5#& 4. 41507 weie 3 
Sera] od bolwy avis, Honorable before the Lord is the 
death of his Saints : God hath honorable and high 
thoughts of the death and ſufferings of his people. 
Never did Senator die in Peace, or Souldier in War 
more honorably than the Saints doe in Gods fight : 
Indeed, God cannot but honor them in death, whom 
he honors in life : While they live, they are near and 
dear to him, as the Apple of his eye, Zac. 2.8. He 
numbers all their hairs, Matt, 10. 3@. puts their tears 
in his bottle, notes down their afflictions in his Book, 


- Pfal, 58, 6. ſends forth his Angels.as Miniſtering ſpiy 


rits, for the good of thoſe that are heirs of glory, 
Heb. 1./aſff. Being thus dear and precious to him 
while they live, their death alſo muſt needs be precious 
in his ſight : God doth not ſuffer death to rob him of 
that Jewel, which 1a life he ſo much eſteemed ; there- 
fore he tels Moſes, Exod. 3. 6. that he was the God of 


Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, many hundreds of years . 


after they were departed this life. | | 
Their Death is precious : 1. In regard of Preven- 
tion, 2. In regard of Acceptation.. 3. Inregard of 
Remuneration. 
Fiſt, in regard of Prevention ; and that (firſt) to 
hinder it from ſeiſing upon them, if he ſee it good for 
them to abide ſtill in the fleſh: All the powers of 


 Earthand Hell cannot inflict Death upon any of Gods 


Saints, till God himſelf firſt ſigne their Commiſſion : 
He that is the King of all the children of Pride, -z; e. 
the Devil, cannot by all his power and malice work 
the leaſt injury to our —_s lives, eſtates, no not to 

our 


| ": 
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our very Pigs, without the leave and ſufferance of our 
good God, Matr. 8. 31. If thou caſt us out , ſuffer us 
to gb into the herd of Swine: They muſt have a Dedi- 
mw poteffatem , a*permifſion trom God , or elſe they 
can do nothing : Then ſecondly, when the number of 
our dayes is accompliſhed, and we are come to the ut- 
moſt bounds of lite, beyond which we cannot pals, 
then God takes an eſpecial care of his. Saints, in ma- 
king their bed in ſickneſs, in viſiting and refreſhing 
them with the inward conlolations of his Spirit, cau- 
{ing the light of his loving countenance to thine upon 
them, which is better than life , aſſiſting them in their 
dying conflicts, encreaſing their patience, and enabling 
chem by faith to triumph over Satan, and. to quench 
all his darts. And ( thirdly, ) when Death comes to 
put a period to their mortal lives, God puts a hook 
to its noftrils, and a bridle into its jaws , that it ſhall 
not hurt their better part, their Souls. Death in it 
ſelf is an enemy to Mankind, and when .it knocks at 
the dores of the wicked of the Earth, they may ſay 
to it, as Ahab did to Elijah, and much more truely, 
Haſt thou found me, O mine Enemy! It is a cruel Ser- 
jeant that catches them by the throat, and arreſts them 
for a debt, which they are never able to pay, and ſo 
drags them to the Gaol, claps them into the Dungeon, 
and fetters them in everlafting chains of darkneſs : 
But now God hath {o ordered it , that Death to. his 
children ( though an enemy) is a ſubdued enemy, 
whoſe ſtrength and ſting is gone : Like a Bee'that hath 
loſt its ſting, it may make a buzzing and humming 
about us, to affright our weak fleſh, but it cannot hurt 
us, becauſe Chriſt hath pulled out its ſting : Death, 
though it diflolve thele Tabernacles of clay, and cauſe 
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2 ſeparation between thoſe two loving companions, the 
Body and Soul, yet it can deſtroy neither , 7ea, 
thongh it ſeparate the ſoul from the boay, yet it fepa- 
rates neither from Chriſt, but rather is a means to 
bring them into a neerer and more intimate union and 
comjundion with him : For whileſt we-are at home in 
the body, we are abſent from the Lord, 2 Cor. 5, 6. 
Thus is the Death of the Saints precious in Gods 
ſight, in regardof Prevention, 

Secondly, Precious in regard of Acceptation : God 
takes much delight in the ſweet, holy, and calm death 
of his Saints; and in their cheertul reſignation of 
themſelves into his hands, as into the hands of a 
faithful Creator and Redeemer : Eſpecially their 
deaths are very acceptable ro God, whoſe lives are 
ſacrificed in defence of hisTruth and Goſpel :Thus the 
death of the Martyrs, that have been {lain for the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus, was a (acrifice of a ſweet ſmel- 
ling ſavour, acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt, 

hirdly , Precious in regard of Remuneration : 
Firſt, he takes care for their Bodies, to lay them 
ſweetly to reſt in the Grave, as ina bed of Peace : 
Yea, he diſdained not to bury ſome of them with his 
owne hands, as Moſes , Deur. 34.6. Though God 
take the Jewel ( the Soul I mean) to himſelf, and 
leaves the Cabinet behind, yer he makes ſome recko- 
ning of that alſo; and becauſe the Bodies of the Saints 
have here been Temples of the Holy Ghoft, he takes 
care that they be decently laid to ſleepin the bed of 
the Grave, til in the morning of the RefurreRion the 
awake freſh and glorious. For the Grave is but Gods 
Cheſt, to keep the treaſure of his Servants Bodies foy 
a time; God wil in his Ra 7 time open this'Cheſt, 
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and cauſe theſe dead bones to live again, and Chriſt ſhall 


change our wile bodies, and make them like unto his glorious 
body,according to the mighty workings,whereby he « able to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf. Phil, 3. 21. Secondly, God 
alſo takes eſpecial care tor the Souls of his Saints, that 
they ſhall not miſcarry in their paſſage through the 

ates of Death: Though Death like the Red {ea be 
i them, and the Devil that ſpiritual Ph.ra0h be- 
hind, yet their Souls ſhall eſcape as a Bird. out of the 
ſaare of the Fowler; they ſhal {ately (with the 7ſaelites) 
paſs thorough this Red ſea, and to be out of the reach 
of their enemies purtuit tor ever : Satan thall now have 
done his worſt, and they ſhall be out of all poſſibility 
of being miſerable,or offending God any more : Thole 
bleſled Angels which had the charge of them here, 
{hall now convey their ſouls, as they did the ſoul of 
Lazarmus, into Abrahams Bolome, there to enjoy the 
beatifical viſion of God, whois the center of all our 
deſires ; in whoſe preſence there is fulneſs of joy, and 
at whole right hand there are rivers of everlaſting 
pleaſures : There ſhall be no ſorrow, becauſe no fin, 
no wearinels, becauſe a perpetual reſt ; no bondage, 
becauſe they ſhall for ever enjoy the glorious liberty of 
the Sons of God : There ſhall be light without dark- 
neſs, ſtrength without weakneſs, health without ſick- 
neſs, life without death, good without any mixture of 
evil, Our Saviour willing ro ſhadow out unto us the 
glory of the Saints happineſs after death, calls it a 
Kingdome; and leſt we ſhould conceive that this 
Kingdome affords no better pleaſures and preferments 
than earthly Kingdomes do,he calls it a heavenly King- 
dome; to note,that as far as Heaven excels the Earth in 
ſtate,beauty,and cixcumference,ſo much & much more 


do 


do the Royal privileges Wop 8” of this hea” 
venly Kingdome ſurpaſs all earthly Kingdomes in 
greatneſs and glory : Yea, 'tis called the Kingdome of 
God, to ſhew that tis abſolute in all perfeRions, and 
as far ſurpaſhng terrene Kingdomes in Majeſty and 
true Felicity, as God himſelf furmounts all the petty 
Princes and dying gods of this world. And as it 1s 
the glory of a Kingdom, fo of a Crown alſo, 2 Tim. 
4.8, Henceforth 1s laid up for me a crown of rightcouſ- 
neſs. And leſt we thould imagine, that like earthly 
Crowns it be tubjett to Alteration and Diminution, it 
is therefore called an zncorruptible crown,a crown of life, 
a Crown like Aaron's Rod , continually budding and 
bloſſoming, a Kingdome that cannot be ſhaken. And 
I add, it is ſucha Kingdome and Crown as cannot be 
diminiſhed by the multitude of poſlefſors : Though 
ſome ſhal be like the'Sun, others like the Moon, and 
others like the Stars, yet all ſhall ſhine in glory: And 
though ſome veſlels of honor ſhall hold more glory 
than others, yet thoſe that hold- leaſt ſhall be tull 
none ſhall complain of his own want, or envy him that. 
hath more. 

You ſee then this Truth made good , That the 
death of Gods Saints is precious and honorable in his ſight. 
And how much comfort would this miniſter to thoſe 
that mourn for the departure of their godly: friends, 
if we would but conſider, that as. in-life, (o- in- death; 
they are precious in Gods fight, they have ſafely paſſed 
thorough the Gulph that ſwallows up the wicked, and 
are arrived at the haven of Reſt, and glory ; whereas 
Death thought to wound them as an enemy, God 
hath made him do the office of a friend, andſo ordered 
his ſtroke, that thereby they are diſcharged from all 

D3 evil. 
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evil of ſin and miſery, and put into the pofſeſſion of 


all good : How ſhould this moderate our grief for 
their departure, ſince God ordereth the day of their 


death to be ( firſt ) the day of their freedome z and 
who is not comforted to ſee his friend releaſed out of 
Priſon, and ſet free from perſecution and trouble 2 
Secondly, the day of their honor ; being advanced out 
of a troubleſome afflited ſtate, :to reign with Chriſt in 
his Kingdome : And I may well {ay to all that ſorrow 


Fox his for their religious deceaſed friends, as William Hunter 
Martyrol. ſaid to his Mother,when he was to ſuffer Martyrdome;, 


For a momentany pain I hal] have a Crewn of life, 
and may not you be glad of that? 3'y- The day wherein 
the Marriage between Chriſt and their ſouls is fully 
conſummated. Laſtly,the day of their Recompenſe : 


Rev. 14. Now their works follow them 5 now is their harveſt ; 


though heretofore they have ſown in tears, yet now 


| i - reap in joy, Pſal. 126, 5. 


gain, What encouragement doth this Point mini- 
ſter to our ſelves to live the lives of Saints, that fo 
our death may be precious in the fight of God : But the 
Time will not permit me further to apply it, I have 
therefore done with the Text, 


And now I addreſs my ſelf unto the ſad occafion of 
our preſent meeting, which is to pay the duty of re- 
ſpect and kindneſs to the Memory of this truely vir- 
tuous and religious Gentlewoman, Mris. An» Smith, In 
whoſe death the Church of God hath ſuffered the 
loſs of a good Chriſtian ; the Place ſhe lived in, a 
good Neighbour ; Young women of this Age, 4. fair 
Copy to write after; her Husband, a moſt dear Tomy 

er 


her Parencs, Narutal and Legal, a moſt dutiful and 
affectionate Childe, others, a dear Siſter z my ſelf and 
others, a highly eſteemed Friend, One who lived de- 


fired, and dyed lamented of all that knew her,or heard 


of the fame of her virtues. The memory of the ju 
ſhall be bleſſed, and a woman that feareth the Lord ſhall 
praiſed, ( taith Solomon ) Prov. 31. 30, _ And forry I 
am that ſhe hach nor a better Orator to commemorate 
her virtues. I may ſay of her as the Apoſtle faid of 
Demetrins, She had a good report of all, and yet that 
report exceeded not the bounds of truth. I have had 
the happineſs to be acquainted with her almoſt 4 years, 
and yet all that time I never heard thatEnvy it ſelf had 
any opportunity afforded it of caſting the leaſt dead 
Fhe into the oyntment of her good Name, And here 
I muft add this by way of Cautioa: You muſt not ex- 
= that I thould give her ſuch a charaRter as may fir 
ome ancient grave Matron, who hath pals'd thorough 
all the Scenes of this life,and hath had opportunity and 
advantage by the improving of every grace, to grow 
up a tall & eminent Cedar in Gods Libanon. Alas ! ſhe 
was but newly entred upon the Stage of the World, 
her Part ſhe ated was but ſhort, and her Zx#t in the 
prime, and flower, and beauty of her Age: Yet ſhe 
ſeems to have lived much in alittle ſpace, and non 
"u_ din, ſed quam bent: It matters not ſo much how 
ong we live , as how well. To pals by her virtuous 
Education, wherein ( it appears) nothing was wanting 
that might conduce to the making her both a compleac 
Gentlewoman, and a good Chriſtian. I may truely 
ſay ſhe was in all reſpets an Ornament to her Sex : 
The ſweetneſs of Nature and Grace concurred in her 
to make her amiable and lovely: Her virtues ac 
” 


at the Age 


of 22. 


Gods Efteem of the Death of his Saints. 
bent habitare, dwel in a beautiful body, and Gratior ef 
pulchro weniens de corpore wvirtus, Virtue is utually more 
acceptable when it comes from an amiable perſon : 
Yet the Body was bur the fair Cabinet, the Jewel was 
within. Conlſtder her as a Wife, and ſhe was an equal 
yoke-fellow, or meet helper,one who made it her buſi- 
neſs to love and to obey.She was indeed her Husbands 
Crown, ( for {o \s a virtuous Woman, ſaith Solomon ) 
and therefore no marvel if ſorrow hath filled his heart, 
having loſt his Crown : Beſides, there was ſuch a ſweet 
harmony and conſent between her and all the relations 
of that Family to which ſhe was matched,as if they had 
all but one Soul, though in divers Bodies : And the b 

her wiſdome and ſweetneſs of behaviour, did keep 4 
truea time, and ſtrike ſuch a thorough Diapaſon with 
all the particular branches of that Family, that there 
was never heard the leaſt jarring Note of Difference 
between her and any of them. Conſider her as a Chri- 
ſtian, and (firſt) ſhe did not change her Religion,as this 
Antick Nation doth her faſhions; ſhe was like a Ship 
well ballaſted,not ſubject ro the toflings of every wind 
of new and ſtrange Doctrine, but was conſtant inthe 
profeſſion of theProteſtant religion,in w® ſhe had been 
carefully*educated. Neither did ſhe content her felt 
with a bare proteſſion, bur ſhe ſtudyed to adorn it with 


2 ſuitable converſation : She was a lover of the Ordi- 


nances, and a frequenter of them ; an honorer of Gods 
Miniſters,8& a reverent attender to the things that were 
ſpoken by them in the Name of the Lord : She was 
allo { as Tam intormed ) a Cloſet-chriſtian, ſpending 
much time 1n reading and praying to her Father that 
{ceth in ſecret: A great evidence of her fincerity. 
About halt a year betore ſhe dyed , ſhe doubled her 


Care 


_ 
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g and Elio —_y ; WeſaA0gs r fone | 
time mych.caſt;down. and perplexed, becauſe ſhe had. 
not that Reflexive, evi , Gods gs punts her, 
I mean Aſurance; not conſidering ar that time (bough 
afterward ſhe was better OE ) that Aſſurance 

fruit of an eminent. faith, and - that a man may have 
true faith, though it þe nota firong one,as a Childe is a 
crue- Man , though he. = not able to perforta the. 
ations of a ſtrong man. I cannox-/paſs oyer her great 
Humility, Whereas Beauty, Fortune, Gifts 0 Na- 
rure are windy things , wherewith vain manis eaflly 
GyeHed up to a timpany of pride and yain-glory, yer 
none of theſe. things ( wherein ſhe had.a more than 
equal ſhare. "yp others) tranſported her beyond the 
bounds of a fober Chriſtian , but ſhe was ſo humble in 
all deportments , that ſurely. no Schoolmaſter could 
teach her that Leſlon,but,onely Chriſt himſelf. 

Again, whereas/tog many of, hor Sex ſpend their 
precious hours in decking, and cur ling, and patching 
themſelves, ſhe made it her buſineſs firſt to ferve 
God, and "then to miniſter to the occaſions of her 
Husband and Father- in-law, and that ulyally with her 
owne hands... 

I may yet gather man ny more f ati to wie her 
garland of Praiſe. How {weet, affable and obliging was 
her carriage to.all the had occafion to converle with 2 
How calm and peaceable were her affeftions? No 
Paſſion was obſerved at any time to be a Tyrant in 
her. Add hereto her fober Taciturnity, well worthy 
of ImitatioFfin this Talkative Age. 
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16 Gods Ejteemof the Death of bis Sainte. 


"This was her Life,and I doubt not bur her Death was 
ſnitable: - A good Life cannot but be attended with a 
happy Death : But becauſe Iwas notwith her whileſt 


The ſmaiſhe lay under the fatal ftroke of that InfeRions diſeaſe, 


I ſhall therefore forbear to ſpeak of it : -Only this I am 
certainly informed , that though at the firſt ſhe diſco- 
vered ſome unwillingneſs to die (out of a deep ſenſe of 


"her owne unworthineſs, and an humble fear leſt ſhe 


were not fit enough for God) yet Ifaving conferred 
with a grave Divine of this City, and being much en- 
couraged by his comfortable Inſtruftions,and refreſhed 
by his Prayers, ſhe then contentedly ' reſigned her ſelf 
into the hands of God , deſirous rather to dye than 
live. | 

And thus you have had a ſhort CharaReer of the Life 
and Death of this virtuous Gentlewoman : A Rachel 
for beauty, n Rebecca for modeſty andgdiſcretion, a 
$arah for obedience, an Abigail for humility, a Ruth 
for her conſtnt affectionsto her Husbands Relations ; 
and ina word , One in whom I know not any virtue 


- wanting, which her thort life gave her opportunity to 


exerciſe, What remains -then, but that her Friends 
and Relations dry up their Tears, reſting aſſured, that 
as her Life was gracious, ſo her Death is precious in 
the fight of the Lord ; and in ſtead of longer mour- 
nings for her, let them ſtrive to Honor her Memory by 
the Imitation of her Virtues, _ 
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Oa the Pious Memory of ( my Honor'd Kinſwoman ) 
v4 | . 
Mris, ANN SMITH. - 


Everend gray-hairs muſt not be underſtood, 
K ( por nor pray d for as thy chiefeſt good. | 
This Saint hath led 4 neerer path to praiſe, | ey 
Thrifty of time, not covetous of Dates. ; 
Here learn that Youth in Piety may ſhine ; 

And Wiſdome with Excelling Beauty joys. 

Her humble Soul with love from Heaven fir d, 

Plenty with freedoms us 4, but not admir d : 

Her Husband was her wealth and rich attire ; 

She his delight, and now his: great deſire, 

1n meeknels with her prudent Mother train'd, ' 

Her ſelf. a Mother ſti that erace retain'd 

Such laſting virtues pions Children draw , 

From Parents , whoſe Example & their Law. | 

Nor make they haſte 70 caſt away thoſe bands 

Which hold them more by counſels then commands. 

Who thus her Husband lov'd, and thus obey'd 

= u refpeQ where he Obedience paid. 

When hearts are mix'd, then all their paſſions know 

One channel, and zoxether overflow. | 

Compound pertumes,and caſt them in the fire, - 

Through the ſame Ayre their Odours will conſpire. 
Others to Yirtue may juſt prayers lend 

Her ſilence did all "Y works cammend. 


3 


She virtuous attion choſe, light words declin'd, 
Her heart was large, her language was confin'd. 
| | F 2 


Nor 
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Nor was ſhe mute throwgh ignorance of ſtate,,. 
Her ſilence to her words gave their due weight. 
with mild commands within her walls-content 
Her fervour was in ſecret prayer ſpent. 

When graceful ations are with lilence crown'd , 
No trumpet more the modeſt Sex can found. 

Let not my Lines, which would inform the Age, 
Or right the dead , Reader, thy grief enrage ! 
Now while her hopes and joyes ſtill bigger ſwell d , 
And in xg every dey excell'@: 

She could the flattering world pie , nor fear'd 

In whatſoever ſhape grim death appear A. | 
Her Heavenly Father call d, th' obſequious Soul * 
Never preſum d her Parent to controll : 

Parents, and Brothers, and hey ttnder race, 

Husband, and Life ſhe  frew her thoughts did chaſe : 
on his Indulgence all her cares rely'd, | 


With _ bleſt will her yeelding will comply'd, 
For Goodneſs, which propitious Heaven inſpires , 
Without regret from Earth to Heaven retires, 
V Vhat laſt ſhe os a, let us fir —_— 
And for her death exceſſive ſorrow bound : 
Detormed ficknels on the Body may, 


But 63 the Soul and Virtue cannot rey. 


. Hope gives relief to Nature, he muſt grieve 


In meaſure, which entirely do's believe, 
Immortal virtue do's not pity crave., 

Nor fears oblivion, or the ſilent grave: 

But = that enemy returns renown'd 

On Earth, i Heaven with endleſs glorycrown d. 


CarisTorntr VW ast, 
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HERE lies ntmingled from the Coniben Dot, 
VFVhat Hear) n do's claim, but- Earth muſt keep i in Truf, 


One, whom nor Beauty, mor wnſpotted Blood 
Mov'd tobe proud , or elſe leſs early good. 

| Her peaceful Dayes onely fro Labour ceaſe, - 
In Youth tranſlated » the Land of Peace. 


Chriſtopher Waſe. 
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'On the Death, and to the Memory of 
_ * * * Mris. ANN SMITH, 


Y Fear, and Hope, equally dciv'n and lead, 
* came and felr char faral damp , She's dead ; 
The Yoxce peirced like ſome Plagye: killing -breath, 
That, merhoughrs I did feel rhe heard of Death ; 

As gently as the eAngels wings it flow'd, 

Bur as dreadiulms his, though nor ſo loud, 

Which ſpoke eAdam into Miſerie, as great 

As laſting, as his whole lifes royl and ſvear. 

Thus, ſadly, I learn a fit Reſemblavce 

Of the Fall, Sorrow, and lolt Innocence. 

All, that of Paradice was good, in Thee, 

Bleſt Soul! We loſt: No Prifon now is free 

From the Serpents hypecriſie and craft : 

Thouev'n here wert, as voyd as novy thou art ; 

Thy Prety never cool'd, nor burnt, bur ſhin'd 

As conitant, srhy Glory, now refin'd; - 

Change of Conditiovs there found, .or made None , 

Virgin, or Wife, till Sat, and ſoall one. 

Thou gain'tt thy eA&1ons, and Words for their lots, 

As Natwre thy. Face, ſome rare know-not-whats, 

Each, as thy Features had its proper place ; 

Each, as thy Beauty, had its proper grace ; 

Each, likewiſe .had ſome other Excellence, * 

Whereof we neither know the #hat nor Whence. 
Thy Yoyce too did warble-forth ſuch ſweerneſs, 

' Such harmony, as now thy Soul does bleſs, 

Whil'& with Angels thou doltfing, 2 new Art 
Thou need'(t nor prattiſe, bur the old by hearr. 
Should any of thoſe ſtay a little here, 

In thy Robes of Beauty.he-would appear 
Wirthour ſpot, as thou did(t he would ſojourn, 
And leaving thoſe; [like Thee he would return, 
When God calls; and ceaſe with us ro appear, 
Which we as blindly Death both name, and tear ; 
As that the Sun is Ser, and gone to bed, 


When to other parts of the World he's fled, 


Ne. Bridger. 


On the Death, and to the precious "ME. 
Mris. ANN SMITHe oo " 


Tars ſeem to fallfrom Heaven ; bur hgge we ſpy 
A New-fownd Star aſcending to the Sky. 
Nor wonder Heaven ſhould ſuch a perſontake, 
Whoſe very Scars a Conftellation make : 
Thoſe Beaury-ſpots Her body bur refin'd, 
No blot could Rainthe clearneſs.ot her Mind: 
That envyous diſeaſe, The Ladies feat , 
In vainhath ſpent his rage and veneme here ; 
She flew a Noble pitch beyond dull Earth , 
. Accounting Death a New and ſecond Birth ; 
And that which Narsre did (o rarely paint, 
The ſ:rine is broken, bur to free the Saint : 
. Ler other Womens pray 'rs for Age indent , 4 
And when they have atcain'd their wiſh, repent ; 
Art the Tad change, ſee their eAdorers Fe oy | 
And live to read their Beauties Epitaph , SIX 
Which, now in wrinkles buryed doth preſent - 
Them tothemſelves an eAnt:que Monument, 8 
Shear the firlt Cowrſe riſes : Her fair Sight | 
Is pleas'd to leave us- withan eApperte, , 
| Thus when the Reſe was blown, it had no Need 
Still 'on the Stalk to-grow, and ryn ro Seed: * 
| Better be Crepp'd, then Droop, and {9 falldown) 
'Tis, now, inſerred ina flowry Crown, | 
We” Mourn the loſs of Piety and Love, 
She leading theſe in Triumph, ſmiles above ; 
She her own2 Sphtar of goodneſs doth inchaſe, 
Nor Heavinefs tinds in her JEOue place: 
. Her Legac:es the pattern of her Name 
=” Bequeath'd to Earth, to be imbalm'd by Fame » 
| The great &mample of her Sexes Life , 
A Dwutions Daughter, and a Loyal Wife : 
Which the {cant ſpace ob her ſhort Cowrſe amends, 
And conſtant Lightgo after Ages ſends. 
So as the Lamp in T»lbs's Tombe was found 
She lives, and laſts the bertes under ground, 


R. Creſwell, 


Tomy worthily Eſteemed Kinſman, 


Mr. Joun SmirT n, 


On the virtuous Memory of his late V Vife; 


Mris. Ann Smith. 


HE WV Vvorla'F a Stage , whereon your virtuous VV ife 

. © Aded her Part, andlivd a pious life : 
Her SCenes were few, her Exit zn the Flower 

And Beauty of her Age. 'Tis not a fhowre 

of Tears, that can with Serjeant Death'prevail ; 

No, He s impartial, and will take no Bail : 

VV hy ſuch expence of Tears ? YVhy ſhould you weep : 

Since that you know She is but goue to. ſleep : 

Look on her Virtues, Beauty, jus, her parts, 

VV hich Nature hath adorn'd as well as Arts ; 

Ana, then, I muſt confeſs, 'twould grieve ones Heart 

VVith ſuch a precious Soul, ſo ſoon to part: 

Torr Loſs, 1 know, was Great, bitt ſure her gain 

VYas far more great ; 1 pray, Sir, then refrain 

Your Mouriiing, and refiett your tender Eie 

LV pubout Regret, upon her Elegie. 


,. Jonun Durant. 


To my loving Kinſman, Mr. Tolm Smith, | 
a On the pious Memorie of my Honour' 4 Kitihonlan, 
M* Am Smith, 1 


Ature might teach thy render Bubeto Cite, 

Bur oh ! Fair ſoul, whar-raught the Infant why 2: 
Except it both thy-worthand loffe did Know"! © 1” 1 4 
Then had ic cauſe enough” expreſs"its word. ws - 
For ſuch an One was Never Ever ſeen, - 
Nor can, , unleſs Thou ſhew us-Th again: __ 
Some Learned Pens, N5w,here might thew cheir Att,” 
If they'd expreſs Thee in the Meaneſt-part 4; 1-4 
M- ' They may, as Limners that know. how £0. paint, 

; Shew their owne Skill, bur not the real Sant : 
* Forthat's No Saint that: is a Saint in ſhow; 
But that Thos wert a. real one, we know; - 

And VICTA: FACET PIET AS may be 
A fit Inſcription for thy Elegie; LY 
For Fuſtice, Meekneſs, Sweetneſs, Santtity, © 

Truth, Mercy, Peace, Faith, Hope, and Charity, 

In Thee were Innate ; For thy Soul 'twas Clad. 

With all the Gifts both Grace, and Natzre had ;-. 
: As therefore Gifts Immortal were thy Gains, 
1- So Heaven that 15 the period of thy Pains. If 
This Life's No Life which Time doth comprehend, 
Bur that is Life, indeed, that knows Ne End. . 


Tibi Salus, Tibi hi Now thou haſt. Peace that ever laſteth; 


Tibi Pax ct infinite : 
_—_ ©bi Oita. ' Health and Life that never waſteth, 
\ 


Richard Huckle.. 
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On the' Death of the Young and 
Pious Gentlewoman , 
M* ANN "SMITH, 


My Honoured Kinſwoman. 


| 5 (44th this ? F'V hat is ſbe dead? Conld Death not ſpare 
This Reauty, who with Veaus might compare? 


Religion was her darling , happy ſhe 
Did in this life wait for eternitie : 


VVhich Death on her beſtow'd, though tas tos ſoon, 
Born in the mormng, and cut off at noon, 


Then let us not lament her diſmall fate , 
But her religious Life let's imitate, 


Hoc formoſa jacet mulier tumylata Sepulchro, 
Quz primis anais triſtia fata ſubit. 


Dilexit ſummi cceleftia juffa Tonantis : 
Fregit in hac vires mors truculeata ſuas, 


Hxc quamvis igitur morti ſuccumbit acerbx, 
"Quod fanRte vixit fama perennis erit. - 


| Andrew Durdant. 
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